Marion County
Board of County Commissioners

Building Safety

2710 E. Silver Springs Blvd.
Ocala, FL 34470
Phone: 352-438-2400

Dear Contractors,

In response to concerns from property owners in our community, we are implementing a new
policy to improve transparency and better protect our citizens. Some owners have shared they
were not aware that private providers were being used for inspection services on their projects.
This update ensures property owners are fully informed and have approved these services
before they are used.

In accordance with Florida Statute 553.791(2)(a), the property owner, also known as the “fee
owner,” is the person or entity listed as the legal owner of the property. This owner must provide
written authorization to use a private provider for inspection services, or for both plan review
and inspection services. Beginning June 1, all permit applications that indicate the use of
private provider services must include a copy of this written authorization.

An exception applies when the property owner is also the contractor. If the contractor is listed
as the property owner on the property appraiser’s website and is also listed as the contractor
on the permit application, a separate authorization is not required.

The written authorization may be submitted on the letterhead of the contractor or private
provider, or by using the “Private Provider Authorization Form” available on our website. In all
cases, the owner’s signature must be notarized.

We appreciate your cooperation as we implement this policy on June 1, to better serve and
protect our community. If you have any questions, please contact our office at 352-438-2400 or
Building@MarionFL.org.

Sincerely,
John Pearson

Building Safety Director
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